2015 Focus on Bible: Learning about the Bible: A Page in the Bible
Some Bibles are a nightmare for an easily distracted person! There are different numbers,
words all over the pages, and it can be hard to know what is what. Every Bible formats each page
differently. Let’s take a look at the Lutheran Study Bible. Pull out your own Bible and see if you
can find the same thing.
Book: The Bible is like a library of many books, each with its own title. Examples of books in
the Bible: Genesis, Jonah, Matthew, Revelation. The book is one of the first things people will
name if they want you to find where they are reading. You’ll usually find this on the top or
bottom of the page, and in large print at the beginning of the book. It’s what you’ll need to know
to look in an index of all the books in the Bible.
Chapter: Most books of the Bible have chapters. These weren’t used in the original texts, but
they are very helpful today so that we can find our place together!
Verse: Each verse has a number. These also weren’t used in the original texts.
*To describe where a verse is, say: “Book Chapter: Verse. (Jonah 2:3)”
Different Bibles have different page numbering, so that’s not always a helpful number to share.*
Page number: You’ll find this at the top or bottom of each page. Most Bibles are numbered,
sometimes using letters for note pages at the beginning, and then numbers for the whole Bible.
Heading: Many Bibles include a heading, which relates to the story or topic of the section.
These are developed by the editors and publishers of each Bible, and reflect what they think is
important for you to know. Some Bibles also have headings in the “header” section at the very
top of the page. Headings can be helpful if you’re looking for a story or subject, but don’t know
exactly where to find it.
Notes: These serve to clarify. There are two types of notes.
Translation notes: These are usually presented as footnotes. They help us know different
words that are in different original texts. Because our Bibles are translations, sometimes
people disagree about what English word best speaks. Sometimes, these notes describe a
debate among scholars, or new discoveries of older texts.
Editor’s/Study notes: These are on the bottom or side of the page. They give background,
suggestions, and questions to help you explore your Bible, either in personal or group
study. These usually reflect the purposes of the editors/publishers of your Bible- so much
so that you might find two Bible with conflicting notes trying to describe what a passage
means! Treat them like another voice at your Bible study, and look into the
denominational and educational background of the authors to better understand where
they’re coming from.
Maps/Illustrations: Some pages contain these extras to help you visualize. In some Bibles,
you’ll find these at the very back.
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